
In December, The Haven conducts its annual “Adopt-A-Family” program to 
provide a special Christmas to victims of family violence and sexual assault.   

The event begins at the end of November and lasts all the way until Christmas 

Eve. Haven staff and volunteers move to a temporary “drop-off site”  to       
organize and wrap the gifts for the women and children. Our “community elves” 

work diligently to ensure that our clients will have their special Christmas. 

We are overjoyed by the support                                                                            

of  local businesses, individuals,                                                                             
and volunteers during the holiday                                                                                                   

season, and we are truly                                                                                      
appreciative of all the                                                                                          

generosity we’ve                                                                                                         
experienced from                                                                                                          

our community. 

In 2016, The Haven                                                                                                      
provided wish lists                                                                                                     

for 60 families and                                                                                                  
101 Children.  

Contact Beth Hebert                                                                                                                     
voluteer@valdostahaven.org  

The Haven is a local non-profit agency that provides temporary emergency 
shelter and services to victims of family violence and sexual assault. 

The Haven is 1 of 8 dual program in the State of Georgia: The Battered 
Women’s Shelter, serves victims of family violence, and the Sexual Assault 
Response Center, serves victims of sexual assault. 

Both programs have a 24-hour toll-free crisis line, staffed by trained      
personnel, available to anyone wishing to utilize the emergency facilities 
and outreach programs.  

The Haven serve nine counties in South Georgia, including Lowndes, 
Brooks, Colquitt, Echols, Berrien, Cook, Lanier, Clinch and Atkinson. Visit 
www.valdsotahaven.org or call 229-244-4477 for more information. 
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As we review 2017, we are 
humbled from the support 
we have received by the      
community. We want you to 
know The Haven served 805 
victims and their children  
experiencing domestic       
violence, which includes: 647 
Women, 134 children and 24 
Men. The Haven also        
provided 7,226 bed-nights, 
1,361 crisis calls and served 
over 22,000 meals. 

As we approach 2018, The 
Haven intends to continue 
providing emergency services 
to each of the nine counties 
we serve. With your help and 
financial support we will be 
able to assist more victims 
and their children with safe 
shelter, food, clothing,      
relocation assistance, child 
advocacy, legal advocacy, 
medical assistance,          
community awareness and 
education.  

The Board of Directors and 
I would like to say thank you 
for all your support. 

Merry Christmas & Happy 
New Year  

 

Michelle Girtman 

Executive Director  

Adopt A Family 



2017 AT A GLANCE 
 

From January 1, 2017 to 
December 1, 2017, The 
Haven has provided… 
1,374 Crisis Calls 
7,226 Bed Nights  

22,242 Meals 
 

Helping... 
647 Women  
134 Children 

24 Men 
 
  

Current Needs List  
Twin Size Sheets  

Pots and Pans 

Kids Underwear  

Kids Jogging Pants 

Kids T-shirts  

Juice Boxes 

Chips 

Cookies 

Crackers 

Other Kid Snacks  

Blankets 

Winter Jackets 

Towels  

Rags 

 

The Haven participated in The 
Valdosta Community Christmas 
Parade, one of  Valdosta's most 

popular holiday traditions.  

Help The Haven “Shine a Light on 
Domestic Violence“ for the rest of 

the year 2017 and into 2018.   



Domestic Vi- olence Employment Opportunities 

Visit  https://www.valdostahaven.org/careers– or Indeed.com 

Applications will only be accepted through indeed. 

Administrative Assistant 

Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence Shelter Advocate   

Legal Advocate 

The Haven is looking for a confident, take-charge individual for the position of Administrative Assistant. 

Applicant must have strong communication, grammar and organization skills. Must be proficient in Word, 

Excel, Publisher and Outlook. Applicant must have a minimum of five years experience in administration 

to be considered for this position. Position reports to Executive Director and Fiscal/HR/Administration 

Manager, responsibilities include: accounts payable preparation and maintaining personnel records. 

The Haven has an immediate opening for a Dual Sexual Assault/Shelter Advocate. This is a full-time position 

(4p-12a with one weekend on call monthly) with the primary responsibilities of providing a safe and supportive 

environment for all Haven clients while focusing on the needs of sexual assault clients. Emphasis is on crisis 

intervention and assisting clients through the criminal justice system. Salary and position continuance are      

dependent upon grant allocations and experience. Prefer a degree in Social Work, Psychology or related field or 

equivalent experience with proven effectiveness, preference will be given to bilingual applicants. Must clear all 

background checks, education verification, and have a valid driver's license with clean driving record.  

The Haven’s New Blog! 

The Haven’s Community Awareness and Education 

Program has created a new blog that will keep the 

community informed, educated, and entertained. 

Blogs will be posted Mondays, Wednesdays, and     

Fridays, You can also find the blogs uploaded to the 

Haven’s Facebook for sharing. 

If you have a specific topic you would like to see     

discussed  please let us know at  

https://thehavenshelter.wixsite.com/communityaware

ness 

The Haven has an immediate opening for a Legal Advocate.  This is a full-time position with primary responsi-

bilities of providing a safe and supportive environment for all Haven clients.  Emphasis is on crisis intervention 

and assisting clients through the criminal justice system. Salary and position continuance are dependent upon 

grant allocations.  Prefer a degree in Social Work, Psychology or related field or equivalent experience with prov-

en effectiveness.  Bilingual skills, as well as prior legal experience preferred. Must clear all background checks, 

education verification and have a valid driver's license with good driving record. 



If you are Being Abused… 
Call The Haven for information on resources that are available to you at 

229-244-1765 
 

Tell family and/or friends about the abuse.  
The shame belongs to your abuser . . . not to you. 

 
Teach your children to call 911 in case of an emergency. 

 
Trust yourself and stay safe! 

All Services are Free and Confidential Available 24/7 Crisis Hotline (229) 244-1765 

Dating violence is more common than many people might think. Research shows that 1 in 3 teens in the U.S. will 
experience physical, sexual or emotional abuse by someone they are in a relationship with before the age of 18 
year old. Every year, approximately 1.5 million high school students nationwide experience physical abuse from a 
dating partner. It is also known that 3 in 4 parents have never talked to their children about domestic violence. In 
light of these alarming facts, every year during the month of February advocates join efforts to raise awareness 
about dating violence, highlight promising practices, and encourage communities to get involved.  

So what is TDV? Teen dating violence (TDV) is defined as a pattern of abuse or threat of abuse against teenaged 
dating partners, occurring in different forms, including verbal, emotional, physical, sexual and digital. TDV occurs 
across diverse groups and cultures. Although the dynamics of TDV are similar to adult domestic violence, the forms 
and experience of TDV, as well as the challenges in seeking and providing services, make the problem of TDV 
unique. The Haven has resources available to provide information and support to victims and communities to  
decrease the prevalence of dating violence among young people. Help us spread awareness and stop dating abuse 
before it starts! Please contact Taylor O’Neal at Sarcadvocate@valdostahaven.org regarding information on TDV. 

Respect Week: February 12th - 16th  

February is National Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month 

Up Coming Events 

Choices for Life Foster Parent Classes  

Safer Internet Day 
Tuesday, February 6, 2018  

What we are doing to 'be the change' for a better internet... 

Safer Internet Day is a day dedicated to raising awareness of cyberbullying and other emerging issues on social    
networks. Let's spread an epidemic of kindness! Think of a good thing you've done or seen somebody else do to 
make the internet a better place, or the world a better place with the help of the internet, then share it with a 
little text or video telling us about it – post to www.facebook.com/valdostahaven  

The Haven has partnered with Valdosta Choices for Life to provide foster parent classes.  

December 11, 2017 from 10:00AM to 12:00PM & December 18, 2017 from 5:00PM to 7:00PM 

If you are interested in attending please contact Brittany Merchant  bmerchant@cflfostercare.com 

Career and Resource Fair 
Thursday, January 25, 2018, 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, located at 221 S. Ashley Street, Valdosta, GA 31601 at 
(Department of Labor Building) Presented by: Berrien, Brooks, and Echols County High School  

From 09:30-10:00, the students of Berrien, Brooks & Echols will have the opportunity to meet with the vendors first 
& then at 10:00, the doors will be open to the public.  Stop by and see The Haven's booth for information. 


