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Domestic Violence Shelter and Sexual Assault Response Center 

All Services are Free and Confidential Available 24/7 Crisis Hotline (229) 244-1765 

 

 Respect Week—Feb 13-17 
(Teen Dating Violence) 

 Feb 14—Wear Orange.  

        Tell people why you are wearing 
orange for Teen Dating Violence and 
post pictures and updates on social 

media using the hashtags: 

         #Orange4Love and            
       #RespectWeek2017  

 Please be on the look out 
for a flyer coming in March 
with all of The Haven 
events for Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month in April!  

Adopt A Family 

Dating violence is more common than many people might think. Research 
shows that 1 in 3 teens in the U.S. will experience physical, sexual or 
emotional abuse by someone they are in a relationship with before the age 
of 18 year old. Every year, approximately 1.5 million high school students 
nationwide experience physical abuse from a dating partner. It is also known 
that 3 in 4 parents have never talked to their children about domestic 
violence. In light of these alarming facts, every year during the month of 
February advocates join efforts to raise awareness about dating violence, 
highlight promising practices, and encourage communities to get involved. 
So what is TDV? Teen dating violence (TDV) is defined as a pattern of 
abuse or threat of abuse against teenaged dating partners, occurring in 
different forms, including verbal, emotional, physical, sexual and digital. TDV 
occurs across diverse groups and cultures. Although the dynamics of TDV 
are similar to adult domestic violence, the forms and experience of TDV, as 
well as the challenges in seeking and providing services, make the problem 
of TDV unique. The Haven has resources available to provide information 
and support to victims and communities to decrease the prevalence of dating 
violence among young people. Help us spread awareness and stop dating 
abuse before it starts! Please contact Cassandra Murray at 
prevention@valdostahaven.org regarding information on TDV. 

The Haven would like to give our 

community a special thank you for 

everything you have done to help us with 

our Adopt A Family Program this year! This 

year we adopted 60 families, which included 

101 children. Our donors were amazing and 

we are so thankful we were able to bring 

our families an unforgettable Christmas! 

This program would not have been 

successful without the help from volunteers 

and our volunteer coordinator Beth Hebert! 

Thank you! 

New Positions at The Haven 

Chloe Palladino 

Sexual Assault 
Advocate  

Tabitha Eaves 

Case 
Management 

Cheryl Gregory 

Shelter Advocate  

Lakin Hernandez  

Legal Advocate 

Statistics 2016 
 7,371 bed nights 

 13,658 total services 

provided 

 710 total victims served 

 274 women and children in 

shelter (163 women and 111 

children) 

 22,113 meals served 

 90 new victims of sexual 

assault                                

(7 under age of 18) 

Maggie Santana 

Shelter Advocate 

Upcoming Events 

February Highlight: Teen Dating Violence Awareness 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/wk/mm5519.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/wk/mm5519.pdf
http://www.avonfoundation.org/assets/nomore-avonfoundation-studyfinal.pdf
http://www.avonfoundation.org/assets/nomore-avonfoundation-studyfinal.pdf

